Marcia found hope and help
“After 32 years as a middle school teacher, I looked forward to a simple retirement. All was
well until my daughter-in-law passed away from COVID-19, leaving three children who needed
my help. My savings and income were enough for a single person, but not a funeral and my
grandkids’ needs. My bills piled up and I couldn’t afford my apartment, let alone a home with
my grandkids. I remember sitting on my patio, tears streaming down my face and feeling
helpless.
When I came to Stephen Center, I found help. Not only did they provide me with a bed and
delicious meals, I got help with medical needs I had been neglecting, and staff are helping me
find an affordable home for myself and my family. My youngest granddaughter’s name is
Hope, and that is what I found at the Stephen Center! To all who give to Stephen Center, I say
– You have overwhelmed me! Thank you for caring about me and my family.” – Marcia

Working to keep food on tables
When our staff began working remotely in mid-March, we had a plan in place within four
days of how we would continue to serve our children and families. As the pandemic
stretched on and needs continued to emerge, our staff developed creative ways to
communicate with our families, provide programming virtually and meet nutritional and
mental health needs.
One of our parents, a single mom with seven children, expressed fear about how she
would continue to put food on the table for her children. Mobile food distribution,
weekend food and working with our Community Connector to obtain additional food
services relieved this worry for her so that she could continue to care for her family in
other ways.

Yeili is going to college
At Partnership 4 Kids, ACTION looks a lot like our students going to college and getting
family-sustaining careers! This is Yeili with her P4K program coordinator, Becca (right).
Yeili is a lovely young woman who worked hard for years in the P4K program. In this
picture, she is receiving her college care basket shortly after high school graduation, a
gift awarded to all our students pursuing post-secondary education. She and her family
were refugees and she has become the first person in her family to go to college.
Yeili is currently at MCC where we continue to support her in her educational journey.
She is studying to be a teacher and P4K will walk with her on that journey to ensure she
reaches the finish line!
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Fanny is making a
difference
Tragically, like many families in the
neighborhoods inCOMMON works,
Fanny’s family was hit hard by Covid19. A job loss made it difficult to put
food on the table. In response,
inCOMMON staff connected her to a
food pantry operated by a local church
partner. Never one to keep a good
thing to herself, Fanny began inviting
her family, friends, and neighbors to
participate. Through her leadership,
over 20 families were connected to
this resource.
Inspired by her initiative, inCOMMON
hired Fanny to serve as a
neighborhood outreach worker to
identify additional needs throughout
her neighborhood. It’s been a joy to
add the title “co-worker” onto Fanny’s
growing list of roles in
our community.
Like you, we believe the most effective
way to strengthen vulnerable
neighborhoods is to equip local
leaders to do the work themselves.
Fanny’s story reminds us that the most
important resource disinvested
neighborhoods need is more “Fannys”
– local leaders equipped to support
their neighborhood and lead change in
their community.

Melvin found the care
he needed for his son
Melvin, 28, was working and going to
school full-time before his job laid him
off in April. “I had to take this quarter
off and sign up for the next one
because I can’t find anyone to watch
my son while his daycare is shut
down.”
He is a single father to his disabled 4year-old son. “He can’t walk or talk. It’s
been rough. We haven’t gotten our
stimulus check yet (as of April 23,
2020) so the food pantry at least helps
put food in our bellies.”
Due to his son’s underlying health
issues, Melvin is paranoid about him
going anywhere. “The anxiety of trying
to find someone to watch my son
while I run to the store is another
challenge.” But he does see the bright
side in all this. “At the same time, it’s
given me time with my son.”

JAGNE helped Taylor
find a job she loves

For Jobs for America’s Graduates
(JAG) Nebraska, action looks like
showing kids that barriers can be
overcome.
Taylor graduated from High School
this past May. She was a good student,
but she was no stranger to conflict and
trauma. Her step-father died of
Pancreatic Cancer a couple years ago,
which was incredibly hard on her and
her family. When Taylor decided she
wanted to go straight into the
workforce after graduation, JAG
Nebraska was able to provide the
support she needed to identify her
strengths and some careers that
interested her.
After taking assessments and
exploring various careers, Taylor
decided she would like to work in a
position that utilized her skills in math.
Even though she graduated in May
during the pandemic, JAG Nebraska
was able to line her up with an
interview for an Accounts Payable
position at Commonwealth Electric, a
local electrical contractor. Taylor blew
them away in her interview, and she
was hired. Taylor has been working for
Commonwealth Electric since July and
is doing amazing!
Taylor’s supervisor, Jake, said, “Taylor
is hard working, has a great attitude
and picked up everything she was
taught quickly.”
Commonwealth offers full benefits and
great advancement opportunities.
Taylor has repeatedly said how
grateful she is for this opportunity.
This career has allowed her the
financial security to rent her first
apartment and move out on her own.
“Taylor can have a career for life if she
wants it,” Jake said.
JAG Nebraska serves more than 266
students across the state. They are
here to help students develop their
skillsets and overcome hurdles so they
are set up for success in the
classroom and the workplace.

Lynn Built A Loving
Home For Her Children
As a child, Lynn did not receive love or
support from her parents. One day she
came home from school to find they
had completely abandoned her.
Alone, she bounced between foster
homes until she discovered a family
she felt loved by and safe with. Still,
she began using methamphetamine as
a teenager and was in several abusive
relationships. A cycle of drug use,
temporary sobriety, relapse and abuse
continued until she met her husband at
age 22 and had two children.
And the abuse began again...
Lynn felt hopeless and her thoughts
became suicidal. At age 28, she got
into her car and parked near the train
tracks. Torn between wanting to get
help and not wanting to be in pain, she
planned to take her life.
But the train never came. She went
home, searched online for help and
found a local program at Heartland
Family Service that's funded by
United Way donors like YOU.
With support from their team, Lynn
moved her family into a safe space
where she received treatment for
addiction and mental health disorders.
She divorced her husband, developed a
toolkit for sobriety and eventually
moved into a home of her own.
Her and her daughters recently
celebrated one year in their new home.

*This photo has been changed
to protect the client's identity.

Lewis Started Over And
Found Meaning Again

Lewis proudly served our country from
1977 to 1994 when he was
honorably discharged.
He and his wife decided to settle in
Bellevue and start a family, and for the
next 21 years he worked for a uniform
cleaning company until the
business shut down.
Lewis struggled to find work, and
without money coming in he ended up
losing their family home. Soon after
that his wife left him too.
He was able to live off his savings for
the next year, but when it ran out he
became homeless and sought
shelter at a local agency.
He was referred to the veteran's
program at New Visions, which is
funded by United Way donors like YOU.
There Lewis moved into his own
furnished apartment, received funds to
get some neglected dental work done
and met with a mental health therapist
who helped him develop an action plan
to accomplish his goals – including
pursuing his passion for cooking.
At the age of 58 Lewis enrolled in
MCC's Culinary Arts Program and
graduated with his associate's
degree in 2019.
He now works as a full-time chef at
New Visions, lives in permanent
housing on the shelter campus and
works every day to support local
veterans in need.

*This photo has been changed
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Amanda Is Healthy
And Happier Than Ever

Amanda is an elementary-aged student
who suffers from severe asthma. In
2016 her mom purchased a home that
was in poor condition, but it was what
they could afford. The previous owners
were also negligent in their
representation of the property.
Cracks in the home's foundation
allowed moisture to easily enter the
home. The gutters were in bad shape
too, leading water straight to the
basement where it contributed to mold
growth and damage.
Amanda had seven asthma attacks in
two weeks due to the home's poor air
quality. She began to miss school, and
her mom missed work to care for her
which added to financial strain.
Her mom was worried sick about
Amanda's health and future, so she
enrolled her in a local program at
Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance that is
funded by United Way donor like YOU.
Their team educated Amanda's mom
about the conditions that were
contributing to her asthma, replaced
the home's gutter system and provided
supplies like filters, hypoallergenic
bedding and a dehumidifier.
Amanda's asthma improved
dramatically, she didn't miss any
school and reduced her emergency
medication usage. Her mom now
knows how to provide a safe and
healthy home for her.

*This photo has been changed
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Emily was born prematurely. As a
toddler she experienced RSV, smaller
than average height and delays. By
three-and-a-half years old she was
rapidly gaining weight in her
midsection, her kidneys were failing
and her family didn’t know why.
After receiving a kidney from her dad at
the age of four and multiple blood
transfusions, doctors diagnosed her
with SIOD (Schimke Immuno Osseous
Dysplasia), a rare genetic life-limiting
dwarfism disease.
Children with SIOD rarely
live past nine, but Emily has fought
hard. She recently celebrated her 17th
birthday by hosting a blood drive in her
hometown, Gretna.
Emily is one of five "little giants" in the
United States and one of 50 in the
world who has been diagnosed with
SIOD. She is proportionate and about 3and-a-half feet tall.
It’s believed that many more children
may have SIOD, but most lose their
battle from kidney failure, infection, or
stroke before they’ve been diagnosed.
Blood is important for so many people,
especially for children living with blood
and genetic diseases like SIOD.
United Way donors like YOU help fund
Nebraska Community Blood Bank, a
vital resource for Emily that raises
awareness for SIOD research and is
supported by Combined Health
Agencies Drive.

Emily Defied Her Disease
And Continues to Inspire

Kaylee Is Back In Control
of Her Life & Future
When Kaylee was first diagnosed with
Ulcerative Colitis, she was 18 years old
and about to embark on an exciting
journey, making new friends and
pursuing her passion for dance at
Midland University...or so she thought.
The summer prior to classes she began
experiencing severe stomach cramps,
bloody stools and weight loss. As her
symptoms progressed she was visiting
the restroom every hour, not sleeping
and growing very weak.
She was admitted to the hospital where
doctors tried to alleviate her symptoms,
with fluids, blood transfusions and iron
and potassium infusions.
During her two-week hospital stay she
lost 30 pounds, but with a biologic
treatment things started to get better.
Kaylee took off her first college
semester to give her body time to
recover. She was getting stronger, but
mentally found herself in a dark place.
She had lost most of her hair and didn't
feel like herself, all while she watched
her friends enjoy their new experiences.
"I've had bumps in the road but I have
pushed through and gotten tougher
because of it. Today I am dancing to
my full capacity, I excel in my classes
and most importantly, I have a control
of my disease."
United Way donors like YOU help fund
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, a vital
resource for Kaylee that is supported
by Combined Health Agencies Drive.

At just 10 days old, Jack's parents
learned he had Cystic Fibrosis (CF),
a terminal illness.
They were panicked and devastated
about not being able to fix his disease,
but learned how they could help
manage his health so that Jack could
have as many tomorrows as possible.
The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, which
is partially funded by United Way
donors like YOU and supported by
Combined Health Agencies Drive,
became a strong ally for Jack and his
parents, who finally felt like there was
something they could do to help their
son fight this disease. He thrived under
the watchful care of his pediatrician,
medical professionals and with the
support of his family.
A little over a year after Jack was
diagnosed, his parents learned they
were expecting. They discovered their
second child, Abigail, would also spend
her days living with CF.
Despite hearing this news for a second
time, Jack and Abigail's parents had
hope. They'd given Jack the gift of a
partner in crime, and today Jack and
Abigail are one another's allies.
Cystic Fibrosis can be an isolating
disease, but Jack and Abigail's parents
are happy knowing that they have one
another to lean on – and the CF
Foundation to support them as they do
everything they can to provide a full
and happy life for their children.

Jack And Abigail Have A
Fighting Chance, Together

Kelsey Is Confident And
Learning To Trust Others
Kelsey is a local high school student.
After school she attends Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Midlands with her younger
siblings, which is partially funded by
United Way donors like YOU.
When she first joined the club Kelsey
was withdrawn, very shy and she often
checked in on her siblings to make sure
they were ok during their activities.
At meal time, she made sure all her
siblings ate before she did, and it
became apparent to staff that she was
bearing responsibility to take care of
her siblings at home.
With support from staff, Kelsey was
encouraged to try activities to help her
break out of her shell, including art and
STEM, and she slowly began to trust
the staff to take care of her siblings.
Staff also gave Kelsey and her family
clothing donations, which helped
increase her confidence. Once Kelsey
realized that she and her siblings were
safe there, she grew into one of the
club's happiest and most vocal youth.
Kelsey learned how to be a kid again,
grew close to staff and club members
and discovered new interests.
She participates in almost every club
activity and field trip and is now seen
as a leader by those around her.
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Asha Is Creating
the Future She Wants

Asha is a Somali Bantu refugee who
has nine siblings.
English is her second language, and her
mother and sisters take care of the
home and family because her father
has schizophrenia and recently had a
stroke. Her childhood home is located
in a local neighborhood
surrounded by crime.
As she grew up, she began to believe
that her only options in life were: going
to jail, dying young or, if she worked
hard, she could go to college despite
her limited resources and knowledge.
Culturally, Asha also grew up with what
she described as outdated gender role
expectations that taught her women
could not live independently.
Then she started attending a program
at Girls Inc. that is funded by United
Way donors like YOU. With support
from her mentors, Asha blossomed
into the driven, intelligent and
independent young woman
she is today.
In high school Asha discovered an
interest in forensic pathology and
nursing, challenged herself to take AP
classes, joined student council and
learned how to leverage her network.
She also found a passion for soccer
and made her school's varsity team.
Asha plans to enter college with a premed focus. She is proud of all the
things she has accomplished and
excited for her sure-to-be bright future.

*This photo has been changed
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Susie Can Do Anything
She Sets Her Mind To
Susie was causing a lot of trouble in
school. She was excessively angry,
refused to participate, ran away and
was aggressive towards adults.
She was attending a new school and
living in a new home with her dad and
new step-mom and step-brothers.
In school she was often isolated from
her peers for acting out, and her
father's punishments for her behavior
included physical exercise, yelling and
writing "I am sorry" over and over.
Susie was enrolled into a program at
Child Saving Institute that is funded by
United Way donors like YOU.
During a school visit after a behavioral
outburst, her family support specialist
arrived to find Susie hiding under a
table. Susie hugged her specialist and
asked: "Why am I a bad girl? Why does
everyone hate me?"
Susie believed she was a failure and
she wasn't even in 2nd grade yet.
Her specialist helped Susie create a
map to help her get to 2nd grade. She
transferred to a school focused on
behavioral skills, learned about
strategies to stay calm and recognize
her feelings and her father received
positive parenting education.
With support, nurturing and
unconditional love, Susie got all As and
graduated from her program. She was
awarded "Most Likely To Tell A Joke."

*This photo has been changed
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Adam and Tina
Got Their Life Back
Adam and Tina are local parents with
two children. Adam is the sole financial
provider for their household while Tina
is a stay-at-home mother.
Adam made good money, but in just
one month their family experienced
several unfortunate circumstances that
completely turned their lives and
financials upside down.
Tina had a medical emergency, and
because she was uninsured she
incurred more than $20,000 in medical
debt. Then their daughter was in a car
accident, and their son was diagnosed
with a disease affecting his sight.
Out of desperation, the family resorted
to an online pay day loan which had a
crippling 698% interest rate. This led to
two more pay day loans. Soon their
financials were in complete disarray.
With help from a program at Family
Housing Advisory Services, Inc. that is
funded by United Way donors like YOU,
they were able to stop the pay day
loans and free up more than half of
their monthly income.
They also received financial counseling
to help relieve Tina's medical debt and
learned how to consolidate some of
their other loans.
Adam and Tina are now working
towards becoming financially stable
homeowners with help from another
United Way donor-funded program.
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Patricia Feels Safe
and Secure Again
Patricia is a 61-year-old local
homeowner who lives alone. She has
worked at a major retailer for the past
several years and she helps take care
of her mother, who is in poor health and
lives alone as well.
Even though Patricia works hard to pay
for her home and necesseties, she did
not have enough income to cover home
repair costs and her roof
needed replaced badly.
There were several leaks throughout
her home that were so large she had to
use inflatable kids' pools to
catch the runoff.
She felt helpless as she watched her
home deteriorate before her eyes. Then
she was connected to a local program
at Project Houseworks that is funded
by United Way donors like YOU.
Through the program, professionals
replaced her roof and gutters, repaired
her siding, front door and the ceiling
where her roof was leaking, installed
new electric outlets and piping under
her kitchen sink and made other small
repairs throughout her home.
When Patricia did a final walkthrough
once all the repairs were made, she
was so grateful she literally danced
from room to room.
She said that getting her house back
was the best present anyone had ever
given her, and she can now live safely
in her home without constant worry.
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Fred is a local Omaha resident who
discovered RISE while
in prison in 2017.

Fred Started Over
On The Right Foot

He took advantage of a reentry
program through RISE that is funded by
United Way donors like YOU.
When individuals are released from
prison, they often have trouble finding
employment, a safe and stable
environment and a good support
system, which are all barriers to
rehabilitation and building a successful
and law-abiding future for themselves.
In 2019, Fred was released from prison
without parole and he accessed
everything RISE had to offer him.
His reentry specialists helped him with
his resume and interview skills, and
Fred was offered a job the day
he was released.
Through the program Fred received a
30-day bus pass and prepaid phone,
reacquired his licenses and certificates
and he regularly visited the RISE office
for emotional support and advice.
Fred ended up applying for a Program
Coordinator position with RISE.
Because of his hard work and
commitment to building a better life, he
was offered the job and now works to
help inmates reenter society
set up to succeed.
He is passionate about creating job
and housing opportunities for those
who are discriminated against because
of their background.
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